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Visit the website: http://www.learner.org/interactives/rockcycle/
You will read through each lesson about the different types of rocks and the rock cycle. The lessons are interactive, so make sure you read carefully. At the end of each lesson there is a quiz or game to test the information from that section. 

Types of Rocks
1. What are the three main types or classes of rocks?

2. Fill out the chart comparing the three different types of rocks

	Rock Types
	How Rock Forms
	What Characteristics Rock Can Have

	Sedimentary
	
	

	Metamorphic
	
	

	Igneous
	
	


3. Use the chart, “What to Look For”, to fill in the descriptions for some key characteristics you can use to identify sedimentary, igneous & metamorphic rocks.
a. Crystals (igneous or metamorphic):

b. Fossils (sedimentary):

c. Gas Bubbles (igneous):

d. Glassy Surface (igneous):

e. Ribbon-like Layers (metamorphic):

f. Sand or Pebbles (sedimentary):

4. “Start Your Rock Collection” by clicking on each rock in the picture and filling in the chart below.
	
	Conglomerate
	Limestone
	Basalt
	Gneiss
	Obsidian
	Marble

	Describe How Rock Forms
	
	
	
	
	
	


5. After you complete your rock collection, click “Identify Rock Types” at the bottom to take a quiz testing your new knowledge. Write down your answers to the last two questions.
a. Which characteristic can you see in the rock Gneiss?

b. To which of the three main classes does Gneiss belong?

How Rocks Change
6. Read the section on “Heat & Pressure”. 
a. Describe how rocks get exposed to heat (temperature increase).

b. What can happen to a rock before the melting point is reached?
c. What “additional factor” transforms the rocks along with heat?
d. Why are rocks created by heat & pressure called metamorphic?

7. Read the section on “Melting”. Describe what it takes to melt a rock.

8. Read the section on “Cooling”. 
a. Describe how extrusive igneous rock forms.
b. Describe how intrusive igneous rock forms.

9. Read the section on “Weathering & Erosion”. 

a. Describe how sediments can form.

b. What happens to sediment after it is formed?

10. Read the section on “Compacting & Cementing”. 

a. Describe how compacting of sediment happens.
b. Describe how cementing happens.

11. Click “Transform the Rock” at the bottom to take a quiz testing your knowledge. Read the directions at the top of the questions to know how to answer it. Write down your answers to the last two questions.
a. What process can turn sandstone into quartzite?

b. What turns quartzite into magma? 
The Rock Cycle Diagram

12. What is the main idea of the rock cycle?

13. What happens to the elements that make up rocks?

14. Click “Complete the Cycle” at the bottom to take a quiz testing your knowledge. Write your answer to the last question: When magma is cooled, it changes into which of the following?
Test Your Skills

Type your first and last name into the box and click next. Answer the questions to the best of your ability. When you are finished, click on the “See the Results” button to see how you did. Not all quizzes are the same.

15. What was your final score?
